* RIGHTS OF MAN. 

than thofe which immediately conneft themfelves with the pcrfo* 
or cha rafter of Louis XVI. There were, if I may fo exprefs it, 
a thoufand defpotifms to be reformed in France, which had grown 
tip under the hereditary defpotifm of the monarchy, and became fo 
rooted as to be in a great meafure independent of it. Between the 
monarchy, the parliament, and the church, there was a riyal/bip 
of defpotifm ; befides the feudal defpotifm operating locally, and 
the minifterial defpotifm operating every-where. But Mr. Burke, 
by confidcring the King as the only poflible objeft of a revolt, 
fpeaks as if France was a village, in which every thing that paffed 
mult be known to its commanding officer, and no oppreffion could 
be afted but what he could immediately controul. Mr. Burke 
might have been in the Baltille his whole life, as well under Louis 
XV L as Louis XIV. and neither the one nor the other have known 
that fuch a man as Mr. Burke exilted. The defpotic principles of 
the government were the fame in both reigns, though the difpofi- 
irons of the men were as remote as tyranny and benevolence. 

. What Mr. Burke confiders as a reproach to the French Revolu- 
tion, (that of bringing it forward under a reign more mild than 
the preceding ones), is one of its higheft honours. The revolutions 
that have taken place in other European countries, have been excited 
by perfonal hatred.. The rage was againft the man, and he became 
the viftinu But, in the inftance of France, we fee a revolution 
generated in the rational contemplation of the rights of man, and 
mitinguifhing from the beginning between perfons and principles. 

„ Lut Mr. Burke appears to have no idea of principles, when he 
is contemplating governments. “ Ten years ago (fays he) 1 could 
have felicitated b ranee on her having a government, without en- 
“ quiring what the nature of that government was, or how it was 
* adnnniftered.” Is this the language of a rational man ? Is it 
the language of a heart feeling as it ought to feel for the rights 
and happinefs of the human race ? On this ground, Mr. Burke mull 
compliment all the governments in the world, while the viftims 
who fuffer under them, whether fold into flavery, or tortured out 
«..'f exigence, are wholly forgotten. It is power, and not principles, 
that. Mr. burke venerates; and under this abominable depravitv, 
lie. is difaualified to judge between them. — Thus much for his 
opinion as to the occafions of the French Revolution. I now pro- 
ceed to other confiderations. 

I know a place in America called Point-no-Point ; becaufe as 
you proceed along the fhore, gay and flowery as Mr. Burke's 
language, it continually recedes and prefents itfelf at a diftance 
before you ; but when you have got as far as you can go, there 
is no point at all. Juft thus it is with Mr. Burke's three hundred 
and fifty-.flx pages. It is therefore difficult to reply to him. But 
as the points he wifhes to eftablilh, may be inferred from what he 
abufes, it is in his paradoxes that we muft look for his arguments. 

As to. the tragic paintings by which Mr. Burke has outraged 
his own imagination, and feeks to work upon that of his readers, 
they are very well calculated for theatrical reprefentation, where 
fafts are manufaftured for the fake of fhow, and accommodated 
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to produce, through the weaknefs of fympathy, a weeping effeft. 
But Mr. Burke fhould recolleft that he is writing Hiftory, and not 
Flays; and that his readers will expeft truth, and not the fpouting 

rant of high-toned exclamation. . . L1 . . . 

When we fee a man dramatically lamenting m a publication in- 
tended to be believed, that, « The age of chivalry is gone ! that 
« The glory of Europe is extinguijhed for ever / that The unbought 
• grace of life (if any one knows what it is), the cheap defence of 
‘ nations, the nurfe of manly fentiment and heroic enterprise, is gone /* 
and all this becaufe the Quixot age of chivalry nonfenfe is gone, 
what opinion can we form of his judgment, or what regard can we 
pay to his fafts ? In the rhapfody of his imagination, he has dis- 
covered a world of wind-mills, and his forrows are, that there are 
no Quixots to attack them. But if the age of ariflocracy, like that 
of chivalry, (hould fall, (and they had originally fome conneftion), 
Mr. Burke, the trumpeter of the Order, may continue his parody 
to the end, and finifh with exclaiming, “ Othello’s occupation’s 
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Notwithftanding Mr. Burke’s horrid paintings, when the Frenck 
Revolution is compared with the revolutions of other countries, the 
aftonilhment will be, that it is marked with fo few facrifices; but 
this aftonilhment will ceafe when we refleft that principles, and not 
perfons, were the meditated objefts of deftruftion. The mind of 
the nation was afted upon by a higher ftimulus than what the con- 
fideration of perfons could infpire, and fought a higher conqueft than 
could be produced by the downfal of an enemy. Among the few 
who fell, there do not appear to be any that were intentionally 
fingled out. They all of them had their fate in the circumftances 
of the moment, and were not purfued with that long, cold-blooded, 
unabated revenge which purfued the unfortunate Scotch in the affair 
of I 

Through the whole of Mr. Burke’s book I do not obferve that 
the Baftille is mentioned more than once, and that with a kind of 
implication as if he were forry it was pulled down, and wifhed 
it were built up again. " We have rebuilt. Newgate (fays he), 
“ and tenanted the manfion ; and we have prifons almoft as ftrong 
“ as the Baftille for thofe who dare to libel the Queens of France*." 

As to what a madman, like the perfon called Lord G G- — , 

might fay, and to whom Newgate is rather a bedlam than a prifon,. 
it is unworthy a rational confideration. It was a. madman that 
libelled— and that is fufficient apology ; and it afforded an oppor- 
tunity for confining him, which was the thing that was wifhed for 1 

* Since writing the above, two other places occur, in Mr. Burke's pamphlet, in 
which the name of the Baftille is mentioned, but in the fame manner. In the one,, 
he introduces it in a fort of obfeure que.’rion, and a/ks— “ Will any miniftera 
who now ferve fuch a king, with but a decent appearance of refpeft, cordially 
obey the orders of thofe whom but the other day, in bis name, they had com- 
mitted to the Bafti le ?” In the other, the taking it is mentioned as implying 
criminality in the French guards who aflifted in demoiifhing it. — “ They have 
not (fays he) forgot the taking the king’s caftles at Paris.”— This is Mr. Burke, 
who pretends to write on conftitutional freedom. 
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